
A LOOMING THREAT TO OUR DEMOCRACY

CHRISTIAN NATIONALISM



The Rise of Christian Nationalism

Christian nationalism has always existed, just in a much more fringe position than we 
see today. 

When Charles and David Koch decided their Libertarian ideas (designed to 
advantage their pocket books) would not work on their own, they partnered with the 
extremely wealthy on the extreme end of the religious right. Those individuals also 
wanted to advantage their pocket books, but had a primary goal of imposing their 
religion across all Americans. 

What began in the late 70’s and 80’s, lingering in the shadows, building power, took 
off in 2008. It became hyper charged, accomplishing the unthinkable in 2016.



Let me state this right from the beginning

Saying Christian 
Nationalism is a 

looming threat is NOT 
saying that Christianity 

itself is a threat



What is Christian Nationalism?

• Christian nationalism (CN) is a cultural 
framework - a collection of myths, traditions, 
symbols, narratives, and value systems - that 
idealizes and advocates a fusion of 
Christianity with American civic life 

• Christianity here is NOT a general, meta-
category including all expressions of 
orthodox Christian theology 

• The “Christianity” of CN represents 
something more than religion 

• It includes assumptions of nativism, white 
supremacy, patriarchy, and 
heteronormativity, along with divine 
sanction for authoritarian control and 
militarism. 

• It is as ethnic and political as religious 
• CN contends that America has been and 

should be distinctively “Christian” from top 
to bottom - in its self-identity, interpretations 
of its own history, symbols, values, and 
public policies - and aims to keep it that way

From “Taking America Back for God” by Andrew Whitehead & Samuel Perry (2020)



Six Questions 
(The Christian Nationalism Scale)

From “Taking America Back for God” by Andrew Whitehead & Samuel Perry (2020) 
Questions and outcomes from 2017 Baylor Religion Study



Six Questions Instructions

• For each question, capture: 
• Strongly Disagree 
• Disagree 
• Unsure 
• Agree 
• Strongly Agree



1. The federal government should declare the United States a 
Christian nation 

2. The federal government should advocate Christian values 

3. The federal government should enforce strict separation of 
church and state 

4. The federal government should allow the display of religious 
symbols in public spaces 

5. The success of the United States is part of God’s plan 

6. The federal government should allow prayer in public 
schools

Questions from 2017 Baylor Religion Study



Six Questions Scoring

• Question 1, 2, 4, 5, 6 
• 0 - Strongly Disagree 
• 1 - Disagree 
• 2 - Unsure 
• 3 - Agree 
• 4 - Strongly Agree 

• Question 3 (Seperation of Church and State) 
• 4 - Strongly Disagree 
• 3 - Disagree 
• 2 - Unsure 
• 1 - Agree 
• 0 - Strongly Agree





Score of 0 - 5

Rejectors



Rejectors (21.5%)

• Rejectors believe there should be no 
connection between Christianity and 
politics, that the wall of seperation between 
church and state is high and impenetrable, 
or at least is should be 

• Average age of 43 
• 54.6% male, 45.4% female 
• 75% White, 4.2% Black, 10.3% Hispanic, 

10.5% Other race 
• 32.6% Postgraduate, 20.9% College grad, 

26.9% Some college 

• Higher yearly income vs other outcomes 
• Most likely to be found in cities and suburbs 
• 1/3 affiliate with a Christian religious 

tradition, 1/2 are unaffiliated 
• 1/2 believe in some form of higher power, 

1/4 believe in God, 1/3 identify as atheist 
• 68% Liberal, 24% Moderate, 8% 

Conservative 
• 54% align with the Democratic party, 40% 

Independent, 6% Republican

From “Taking America Back for God” by Andrew Whitehead & Samuel Perry (2020) 
Questions and outcomes from 2017 Baylor Religion Study



Score of 6 to 11

Resistors



Resistors (26.6%)

• May disagree that prayer should be 
instituted in public schools and believe 
government should not officially declare the 
US a Christian nation, but may be undecided 
about display of religious symbols 

• They lean toward rejecting CN 
• Average age of 45 
• 51.4% male, 48.6% female 
• 61.3% White, 9.5% Black, 20.1% Hispanic, 

9.1% Other race 

• 18.1% Postgraduate, 16% College grad, 
32.7% Some college  

• Slightly lower average income vs Rejectors 
• Size of place similar to Rejectors 
• Over 2/3 identify with Christian religious 

tradition, 22% unaffiliated 
• 80% believe in God or a higher power 
• 32.4% Liberal, 47.2% Moderate, 20.4% 

Conservative 
• 41% identify with the Democratic party, 

42.1% Independent, 16.9% Republican
From “Taking America Back for God” by Andrew Whitehead & Samuel Perry (2020) 

Questions and outcomes from 2017 Baylor Religion Study



Score 12 to 17

Accomodators



Accomodators (32.1%)

• Somewhat undecided toward CN, but lean 
toward accepting it 

• Support the values of Christianity, but 
acknowledge they are found in other world 
religions too, not Christianity alone 

• Generally comfortable with the idea of 
America’s Christian foundations and amenable 
to the idea of a society where Christianity is 
conspicuous, but don’t fully favor Christianity 
alone in the public sphere 

• Average age of about 50 
• 42.6% male, 57.4% female 
• 63.1% White, 14.5% Black, 15.7% Hispanic, 

6.8% Other race 

• 12.3% Postgraduate, 17.2% College grad, 
28.8% Some college  

• Income slightly lower than Resistors 
• Higher Rural % (15%) than Rejector or Resistor 
• 77% believe God exists, no doubts, 47% 

believe the Bible is the inspired word of God, 
43% attend service several times a month, 9% 
weekly or more 

• 12% Liberal, 44% Moderate, 43% Conservative 
• 30.6% Democrat, 29.2% Independent, 40.3% 

Republican

From “Taking America Back for God” by Andrew Whitehead & Samuel Perry (2020) 
Questions and outcomes from 2017 Baylor Religion Study



Score 18 to 24

Ambassadors



Ambassadors (19.8%)

• Wholly supportive of Christian nationalism 
• Average age of 54 
• 44.7% male, 55.3% female 
• 69.9% White, 11% Black, 11.4% Hispanic, 

7.7% Other race 
• 9.8% Postgraduate, 7.2% College grad, 

37.1% Some college 
• Lowest overall income level 
• 40% in Towns, 21% Rural 

• 55% Evangelical Protestant, 18.6% Catholic 
• 94% Believe God exists no doubt, 49% are 

Bible literalist, 38% that the Bible is the 
inspired word of God 

• 48.5% attend services several times a month, 
22.6% weekly or more 

• 3.9% Liberal, 27.3% Moderate, 68.8% 
Conservative 

• 20.4% Democrat, 23.9% Independent, 
55.7% Republican

From “Taking America Back for God” by Andrew Whitehead & Samuel Perry (2020) 
Questions and outcomes from 2017 Baylor Religion Study



There is no single profile for a Christian Nationalist

By Religious Affiliation

By Region

By Education

From “Taking America Back for God” by Andrew Whitehead & Samuel Perry (2020)



But there are common Ambassadors beliefs

• The Founders were establishing a Christian 
nation and merely refrained from choosing a 
specific denomination 

• The Founders assumption was that 
Americans would be “Christian” 

• Our prosperity as a nation is tied to our 
heritage of obedience to God’s 
commandments 

• The US has a special relationship with God, 
thus the federal government should formally 
declare the US a Christian nation and 
advocate for Christian values 

• Most of the laws in the US, federal and state 
are founded on Christian principles 

• We should return to formal prayers in public 
schools and the display of religious symbols 
in public spaces (think the 10 
Commandments in courthouses) 

• First Amendment is intended solely to keep 
the state out of the church’s business, not to 
keep religion from influencing politics

From “Taking America Back for God” by Andrew Whitehead & Samuel Perry (2020) 
Questions and outcomes from 2017 Baylor Religion Study



Christian Nationalism in Action



Christian Nationalism in Action

• Christian nationalism is one of the strongest 
predictors that Americans: 
• voted for Donald Trump 
• oppose scientists and science education in 

public schools in favor of creationism 
• hold prejudiced views against racial 

minorities and show favor toward white 
racists 

• hold traditional gender attitudes that see 
women in the home and men leading at 
work and in politics 

• hold views supporting capital punishment 
and the police “cracking down” on 
troublemakers and justifying police 
violence against African Americans 

• hold anti-immigration views, expressing 
strong suspicion toward Hispanic 
immigrants and Muslims 

• hold views in opposition to same-sex 
marriage or civil unions and transgender 
rights 

• have a “victim mentality” characteristic of 
fascist regimes

From “Christian Nationalism Talks Religion, But Walks Fascism” by Perry & Whitehead (Religion In Public - 2/5/2020)



Christian Nationalism in Action
• Christian nationalism is one of the strongest 

predictors that Americans: 
• are more susceptible to conspiracy 

theories 
• are skeptical towards the trustworthiness 

of doctors 
• believe our country relies too much on 

science over religion 
• are less likely to support federal 

intervention to solve collective action 
problems 

• will prioritize individual liberty or the 
economy rather than protecting the 
vulnerable (in response to lockdown 
restrictions) 

• would be less likely to take precautionary 
steps to protect others from infection 
(masks and avoiding gatherings) 

• have anti-vaccine attitudes 
• will question the efficacy and safety of 

COVID vaccines, believe doctors and drug 
companies are dishonest about vaccine 
risks, and believe it should be up to the 
individual to choose whether to vaccinate 
or not

From “How Culture Wars Delay Herd Immunity” by Whitehead & Perry (Sage Journals 12/7/2020)



Creationism / Overt 
Christianity should 
be taught in public 

schools

Overt Racism

Sexism / 
Patriarchy / Anti-

Choice

Capital punishment 
/ crack down on 
“troublemakers” 

Xenophobic / Anti-
Immigrant / Anti-

Muslim Homophobic / 
Anti-LGBTQ

Anti-Vaccine / 
Science / Masks

Pro Voucher / 
“School Choice”

Christian 
Nationalism



Christian Nationalism Messaging





Southern Baptist 
Convention & the 
National Day of 
Prayer



It is all connected* 

*And this is just one small piece of it



They are still here and aren’t going away



Follow on Twitter @cjtackett 
(and you should follow 
@mentack too) 

Follow on Facebook 
@tackett.chris 

Get my handy dandy library of 
Christian nationalist references 
@ https://bit.ly/3sPBBQq

https://bit.ly/3sPBBQq


If we have any time left, as I tend to be long winded

Questions!


